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Safeguarding Children Guideline 15: Obtaining 
Photographic Evidence in  Safeguarding Children Cases 

Trust ref: B46/2019 

1. Introduction and Who Guideline applies to

1.1 These guidelines describe the process to be followed by staff in University Hospitals of 
Leicester NHS Trust when photographic evidence is required to record an injury / mark on 
a child that is believed to be non-accidental. 

1.2 This guideline applies to all staff working with University Hospitals of Leicester NHS 
Trust. 

2. Guideline Standards and Procedures

2.1 Where a child attends University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust and child protection 
enquiries are commenced the UHL Child Protection (“RED”) cases process must be 
followed and the child must be admitted to the Children’s Hospital for review by the 
Paediatric Team. 

2.2 Where child protection concerns are initiated, consideration must be given to the need to 
obtain photographic evidence of any marks or injuries noted on the child. 

2.3 Safeguarding Children Guideline 3, Obtaining Consent in Safeguarding Children Cases 
should be followed. 

2.4 A Quick Reference Guide to obtaining photographs of the marks while the child remains 
an inpatient is provided at the bottom of this guideline.  

2.5 Photographs for evidential purposes must only be taken by UHL Medical Illustration or the 
Police 

2.6 Under no circumstances should photographs be taken by staff on their own or clinical area 
electronic devices.  

2.7 In Child Protection Cases, if a family does not consent to photographs being taken, the 
lead consultant may override this by acting in the best interests of the child. This must be 
clearly documented on the child’s consent form for medical illustration. 

2.8 Photographs should be taken as soon as possible to ensure evidence of the mark or injury 
is obtained. In child protection cases, Medical Illustration may be contacted via 
switchboard.  

2.9 Where Medical Illustration are not available, contact the lead police officer for the case to 
request support from the Scenes of Crime support team.  

3. Education and Training
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Training on this guidance is included within the UHL Safeguarding Children mandatory training programme 
accessed by all staff.  

4. Monitoring Compliance

What will be measured to 
monitor compliance 

How will compliance be 
monitored 

Monitoring 
Lead 

Frequency 
Reporting 
arrangements 

On a case by case basis 

5. Supporting References (maximum of 3)

University Hospitals Of Leicester NHS Trust Safeguarding Children Policy 

6. Key Words

Safeguarding children, data protection, information governance, photographs, medical illustration 

CONTACT AND REVIEW DETAILS 

Guideline Lead (Name and Title) 
Katharine Bouch 
Matron for Safeguarding Children (incorporating the role of 
Named Nurse) 

Executive Lead: Chief Nurse 

Details of Changes made during review: 
January 2019: 

- Transferred to new trust guideline format
- Hyperlinks updated

12 Month Extension approved at PGC 17/06/2022
Safeguarding Children Guideline 15: Obtaining Photographic Evidence in  Safeguarding Children Cases 



12 Month Extension approved at PGC 17/06/2022
Safeguarding Children Guideline 15: Obtaining Photographic Evidence in  Safeguarding Children Cases 

Page 3 of 3 

V1 approved by PGC Chair on 27 June 2019  Trust ref: B46/2019  Next Review: June 2023 

NB: Paper copies of this document may not be most recent version.  The definitive version is held on INsite Documents

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

 

Child/Young person attends with physical marks 
where Non-accidental injury (“NAI”) is being 
considered (Trust Child Protection Processes must 
be followed) 

Photographs of marks must be taken as soon as 
possible to provide photographic evidence of the 
marks  

 For evidential purposes, photographs must only be 
taken by UHL Medical Illustration or Police Scenes of 
Crime officers 

 In child protection cases, if
family will not consent,
Paediatric Consultant can
override this by acting in best
interests of the child and
completing the consent form

 It must be clearly indicated on
the back of the bottom copy of
the consent form that the
Consultant authorises the
Clinical Photographer to
proceed without parental

consent

 If clinically able, the child should have the 
photographs taken in the Medical Illustration studio 
within the LRI.  

 In Office Hours: 

 Contact medical illustration

 Request person with Parental
Responsibility provides consent on
the medical Illustration request form

 Out of Office Hours: 

 Medical illustration do not have an
on-call service but will accommodate
reasonable requests relating to child
protection where possible

 Contact Medical Illustration via
switchboard

 If Medical Illustration are not
available, the Paediatric Consultant
or nominated deputy should liaise
with the attending Police Officers to
request a Scenes of Crime officer
takes the photographs

 Copies of these photographs will be
made available to UHL by the police
on request




